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WASHINGTON - Sen. Dianne Feinstein on Thursday urged the Pentagon to look outside California in the next round of military base closures, saying the state already has paid a hefty price in lost income and jobs. 

The Pentagon wants to close a quarter of the nation's 425 military bases in the 2005 base-realignment and closure process. 

Feinstein, a Democrat, said the state already has done its "fair share" when it comes to downsizing the military. 

California has 61 military bases. In the past two rounds of closures, 31 installations in the state were shut down, according to Feinstein's office. 

In the Inland area, the closure of Norton and George Air Force bases in San Bernardino County and the downsizing of March Air Force Base in Riverside County cost an estimated 36,867 jobs and $3.9 billion in economic activity. 

Inland bases include March Air Reserve Base, the Naval Warfare Assessment Station in Norco and the Marine base in Twentynine Palms. Nearby is Camp Pendleton. 

In a letter dated Thursday, Feinstein asked the Department of Defense to consider the contribution California has made in past rounds of base closures. She also asked the Pentagon to consider the need to maintain long-term weapons testing facilities and operational ranges and stressed that they need to be near major surface and air routes and maintenance facilities. 

California's congressional delegation sent a letter to Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld last month urging him to consider factors favorable to the state during the next round of base closures. 

Final criteria for base closures is expected to be adopted next month. The base review will begin soon after. 
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