	Public can view Navy work 
NORCO: The efforts of scientists and engineers will be on display at the base exhibit. 
05/14/2003 
By JERRY SOIFER
THE PRESS-ENTERPRISE 
NORCO - U.S. Navy Capt. Steven C. Miller comes from what he calls "a smaller town and a rural background" in Joplin, Mo. 

Now, he's in charge of more than 900 government scientists and engineers who work at the Naval Surface Warfare Center in Norco, a city which prides itself on its rural lifestyle. 

Between the bucolic ports of call of his life, Miller has spent 24 years in the Navy and four at the Naval Academy. Destroyers have been his ship of choice when he's been at sea. 

He captained the USS Stethem from 1995-97, taking the ship on its maiden cruise through the Panama Canal. With their crews of about 350, destroyers are something like the small towns of his life. 
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Jerry Soifer/The Press-Enterprise 

Navy Capt. Steven C. Miller will open up the Naval Surface Warfare Center in Norco so the public can see some of the work done by scientists. 
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"There's a certain camaraderie on a smaller ship that you don't necessarily have on a larger ship or a (aircraft) carrier," said Miller, 46. 

"It's like a big city vs. a small town," added Miller who lives in Canyon Lake with his wife, Nicole F. J. Toesca. 

On Saturday, the Navy will hold an open house at its base in Norco from 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in conjunction with Armed Forces Day. The public can see exhibits of some of the work done by scientists and engineers used in the recent war in Iraq. 

Miller finds a similar fellowship among the scientists and engineers in Norco as he did in the confines of a destroyer. "There's a warmth between the people," Miller said. "It's almost like a family." 

During the recent war in Iraq, they were not only bonded by their support of the American effort but also by their concern for their fellow, 40-plus employees who had relatives fighting there. 

"There's a natural support group that kicks in when your family is in harm's way," Miller said. 

Miller speaks to community groups about once a week about the purpose of the Norco base. Miller has given talks in Temecula and Murrieta. "He's a well-spoken invidual from the armed services that I respect," said Murrieta City Councilman Kelly Seyarto. "He had a good presentation concerning the importance of the operation that they do over there." 

On the base, Miller is a popular leader and an involved commanding officer, said Commander Jeff Taylor, the base's executive officer. 

"He's a consumate professional," said Taylor. 

The brains at the Norco base had their hands in preparing for many aspects of the Navy's involvement of the war. 

"It don't think it's abstract for us. It's very concrete," said Miller. ". . . A lot of these people (based in Norco) spent their whole lives on some of the weapons systems you see on TV." 

Reach Jerry Soifer at (909) 893-2112 or jsoifer@pe.com 
Open House 

When: 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Saturday 

Where: Naval Surface Warfare Center, 1999 Fourth St., Norco 

Why it matters: The public can see exhibits of some of the work done by scientists and engineers used in the recent war in Iraq. 
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